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useless   thing   which   Mr   Bright,   and   Mr   Frederic
Harrison, and many other liberals are apt to call it
has a very important function to fulfil for mankind.
And this  function is  particularly  important  in  our
modern world, of which the whole civilization is, to a
much greater degree than the civilization of Greece and
Rome, mechanical and external, and tends constantly
to become more so.    But above all in our own country
has culture a weighty part to perform, because here
that mechanical character, which civilization tends to
take everywhere, is shown in the most eminent degree,
Indeed nearly all the characters of perfection, as culture
teaches us to fix them, meet in this country with some
powerful tendency which thwarts them and sets them
at defiance.    The idea of perfection as an inward condi-
tion of the mind and spirit is at variance with the
mechanical and material civilization in esteem with us
and nowhere, as I have said, so much in esteem as with
us.   The idea of perfection as a general expansion of
the human family is at variance with our strong indivi-
dualism, our hatred of all limits to the unrestrained
swing of the individual's personality, our maxim of
6 every man for himself \   The idea of perfection as a
harmonious expansion of human nature is at variance
with our want of flexibility, with our inaptitude for
seeing more than one side of a thing, with our intense
energetic   absorption   in   the  particular   pursuit   we
happen to be following.